Computed tomography enteroclysis for recurrent severe gastrointestinal bleeding in a patient with vascular malformation of the small bowel.
This is a case study of a 66-year-old woman who had a vascular malformation of the small bowel that was visualized on computed tomography enteroclysis (CTE). She presented with repeated tarry stool and severe anemia. Although the source of bleeding was not identified on upper and lower gastrointestinal endoscopy, active bleeding was revealed by capsule endoscopy in the deep jejunum. The cause of bleeding was not found on capsule endoscopy. CTE was requested as double-balloon endoscopy would have been difficult because of strong adhesion of the small intestine. A continual subtle vascular malformation of the jejunum, starting from the third jejunal branch end, was demonstrated on CTE with dynamic contrast enhancement. Because this vascular malformation was considered the cause of small intestinal bleeding, selective arterial coil embolization was performed. After embolization, the repeated tarry stool disappeared and the severe anemia dramatically improved. CTE may be a safe and useful method for determining the cause of small intestinal bleeding and for subsequent therapy.